
[image: ]  Wales International School	National Identity Policy
	[image: ]
	PURPOSE AND DIRECTION  ·  PD07




National Identity Policy
Belonging, pride and responsibility: culture, values and citizenship in daily school life
	Policy code
	PD07 (replaces National Identity Policy, Apr 2025)
	Version
	2.0

	Applies to
	All students, staff, parents and visitors on the school premises
	Date reviewed
	19 October 2026

	Regulatory basis
	ADEK National Identity Policy (draft, July 2026); ECO/2026/007 thematic checks; ADEK Values Framework
	Next review
	October 2027, or on publication of ADEK’s final policy

	SLT lead
	Vice Principal
	Approved by
	Senior Leadership Team (SLT)



	AT A GLANCE
▪  Every day. An orderly line-up for the UAE National Anthem and the raising of the flag. Only the UAE flag is flown.
▪  Culture, values, citizenship. Taught in all subjects, in Arabic and in English-medium lessons, not only in MoE subjects.
▪  Daily habits. Students look after their spaces and take on responsibilities. They are encouraged and never punished for not taking part.
▪  A Committee and Student Ambassadors. A National Identity Committee, and at least 2 UAE National Student Ambassadors in each cycle, chosen by a fair process.
▪  Beyond the classroom. Volunteering (5 hours a year in KG and Cycle 1; 10 in Cycles 2 and 3), one immersive trip per cycle, and a visit to the Zayed National Museum before graduation.
▪  Celebrations. A school-wide Eid Al Etihad and Flag Day event, with parents invited. Break times allow students to pray.
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DOCUMENT CONTROL
	Version
	Date
	Summary of change
	Status

	2.0
	19 Oct 2026
	Rebuilt in WIS house style and aligned with ADEK’s draft National Identity Policy (July 2026) and the 2026/27 ECO requirements. Keeps the culture, values and citizenship principles of the April 2025 policy. Adds the strategy, Committee, Student Ambassadors, daily habits, majlis, Nabati poetry, museum visit, trips, volunteering and staff training.
	Approved by SLT

	1.x
	Apr 2025
	National Identity Policy.
	Superseded by v2.0



1. Purpose and scope
Education has a central part in building a strong national identity. At Wales International School (WIS) we want every student to feel a sense of belonging, pride and responsibility, and to respect the culture and values of the United Arab Emirates. Families play a vital part too, by helping children practise good citizenship, cultural awareness and respect for national traditions.
This policy applies to all WIS students, staff, parents and visitors on the school premises, in every curriculum and every subject. WIS is in ADEK fee band D-F, so the policy applies in full.
2. Regulatory basis
	Source
	What it requires of WIS
	Where met

	ADEK National Identity Policy (draft, July 2026)
	A National Identity Strategy and Committee; the Nabati Poetry program; flag, portraits, anthem and celebrations; daily values-based habits; majlis; curriculum integration; libraries; trips and the Zayed National Museum visit; staff training; Student Ambassadors; parent engagement; volunteering. Full compliance expected from AY 2027/28 (Fall term).
	Sections 3 to 9

	ECO/2026/007 and ADEK bulletins, 2026/27
	Daily assembly with anthem and flag; daily clean learning spaces; Nabati poetry; anthem while lined up. Records must be produced within 45 minutes of a request.
	Sections 4, 5 and Appendix C

	ADEK Values Framework; Cultural Consideration Policy
	Daily habits and teaching aligned with ADEK’s values; resources that respect UAE culture.
	Sections 5 and 6



	Status of the ADEK text
ADEK’s National Identity Policy is still in draft. WIS has written this policy to meet it now. The Vice Principal checks it against ADEK’s final published version and updates it if anything differs.



3. What national identity means at WIS
ADEK defines the Emirati national identity as the characteristics that make Emirati society unique. It is rooted in noble Islamic morals and values of tolerance, unity and national belonging. It is anchored in the heritage of the Arabic language and the local dialect, the nation’s ancient history, and the customs and traditions passed down through generations.
WIS organises its work around three principles. The Head of Arabic and the Heads of Primary and Secondary help teachers plan them into lessons.
	Principle
	What it covers
	What students learn and do

	Culture
	UAE history, cultural heritage and the Arabic language.
	The UAE’s journey as a nation; traditions, dance, music, sport and social practices; speaking and using Arabic in and out of school.

	Values
	Respect, compassion and global understanding, inspired by Sheikh Zayed.
	Respecting others in words and behaviour; acting to help people in need; understanding other cultures and global issues while staying steady in their own national culture.

	Citizenship
	Belonging, volunteering and conservation.
	Taking part in community life, serving others, and caring for the nation’s natural, cultural and historical resources.



4. Governance
4.1 National Identity Strategy
WIS has a National Identity Strategy that says how the UAE’s national identity shapes WIS’s approach to education, mission and values, and how it is built into daily practice. The Vice Principal leads it and reviews it each year with the National Identity Committee.
4.2 National Identity Committee
WIS has a National Identity Committee. The Vice Principal publishes the criteria for membership so that appointment is open and fair.
The Committee supports National Identity activities and classroom work across subjects.
It plans, organises and coordinates initiatives and celebrations together with the Student Ambassadors.
It acts as a link between parents and the school, and helps the school improve its strategy.
4.3 ADEK-mandated initiatives
WIS carries out all ADEK-mandated National Identity initiatives that ADEK announces in its circulars. These include the ADEK Nabati Poetry program, which brings the study, appreciation and composition of Emirati Nabati poetry into the experience of UAE National students, following the ADEK Nabati Poetry Guide. The Head of Arabic keeps the program records.
5. Celebrating national identity
1	Flag and portraits. WIS raises the UAE flag and displays official portraits as the Positions of Their Highness Pictures and Placements and Uses of Flags Manual requires. The UAE flag is the only flag raised on the premises and is displayed prominently at all times.
2	Daily anthem. Each day, students line up in an orderly way for the singing of the UAE National Anthem and the raising of the flag, at assembly, organised by class, section, year group or cycle as suits the school. Staff and students show proper respect throughout.
3	National celebrations. WIS holds a school-wide event, with parents invited, for Eid Al Etihad and for Flag Day. Monthly assembly programmes build national pride, culture and loyalty, and WIS runs projects, presentations and competitions on national values, heritage and traditions.
4	Public holidays. WIS observes official UAE public holidays and joins government-endorsed National Identity initiatives announced in ADEK circulars. WIS does not schedule school days on public holidays without ADEK’s prior approval.
5	Appearance and conduct. Staff and students dress and behave in line with UAE customs and traditions, and respect UAE public morals, national symbols and sovereignty.
6	Approval. WIS seeks official approval for extracurricular activities, celebrations and student events where it is required.
6. Practising national identity values
1	Daily habits. Students take part in daily habits that link their behaviour to the school’s core values, such as cleaning their own space, looking after assigned responsibilities and reflecting at the end of the day, in line with the ADEK Values Framework. Teachers encourage and reward these habits. A student is never disciplined for not taking part.
2	Open majlis. WIS holds a traditional open majlis, a place for dialogue and exchange among students that builds respect for Emirati heritage and a sense of belonging.
3	Visual design. Displays and design around the school show the UAE’s national identity. The Vice Principal checks that displays meet national standards.
4	Prayer. Break times are set so that students have a reasonable chance to pray during the day.
7. Curriculum and learning
1	All subjects. WIS builds National Identity and culturally responsive teaching into every subject, whether or not it is an MoE subject, and whatever the curriculum. Teachers use projects and inquiry, link learning to Emirati culture and society, and actively promote Arabic.
2	Arabic literacy checks. WIS checks the Arabic proficiency of Arab National students periodically, acts where help is needed, and links this to the Foundational Literacy Policy (CT16) and the Assessment Policy.
3	Libraries and resources. The library keeps an age-appropriate collection of books, digital media and other resources that support the teaching and understanding of national identity, following the ADEK National Identity Libraries and Resources Guide. Students are encouraged to read them, and teachers use them in lessons.
4	Experiential learning. Every student completes at least one immersive educational trip in each cycle, with ADEK approval, working with local organisations, cultural institutions and government bodies, in line with the Extracurricular Activities and Events Policy.
5	Zayed National Museum. Every student visits the Zayed National Museum with the school at least once before leaving school. This includes students who join WIS from another school. A student needs only one such visit in their whole school life.
7.1 What teachers and leaders do
	Principle
	Teachers
	Leaders

	Culture
	Set clear outcomes for Arabic, UAE history and heritage.
Focus on spoken Arabic, with practical, multi-sensory, task-based activities.
Use authentic sources, stories, field trips and speakers, and UAE folktales across the curriculum.
	Build UAE traditions and heritage into the curriculum and calendar.
Provide resources for Arabic, history and culture.
Set clear expectations for school attire.
Work with outside organisations.

	Values
	Teach respect, compassion and global understanding and build them into lessons.
Model good language and behaviour.
Teach negotiation and conflict resolution.
Judge understanding through observation of work, attitudes and behaviour.
	Make the values clear to everyone.
Build them into school policies and monitor how they are taught.
Work with parents.
Train staff.

	Citizenship
	Set outcomes for active citizenship.
Link community service to studies, and teach conservation and sustainable practice.
Encourage students to take the initiative and volunteer.
	Celebrate UAE traditions.
Promote environmental awareness.
Work with outside organisations and NGOs.
Train staff.



8. Staff, student leadership and parents
1	Staff training. All WIS staff complete the mandatory National Identity training. The Vice Principal keeps the training record.
2	UAE Social Studies teachers. By AY 2032/33, all teachers who teach UAE Social Studies as a stand-alone subject to students in Arabic Language Stream A will be Emirati. The Vice Principal plans for this in recruitment.
3	MoE subject teachers. Teachers of mandatory MoE subjects are screened to ADEK standards, including Arabic language proficiency and core values, in line with the ADEK Values Framework.
4	Student Ambassadors. Each year WIS appoints National Identity Student Ambassadors through a fair, open selection process, with at least 2 UAE National students in each cycle. They are role models and promote the school’s National Identity principles among their peers.
5	Parents. WIS runs National Identity initiatives that involve parents in their child’s learning, including encouraging Arabic at home.
9. Volunteering and community service
Every student completes at least 5 volunteering hours a year in KG and Cycle 1, and at least 10 hours a year in Cycles 2 and 3, working with community organisations, cultural institutions and government bodies.
Qualified staff or designated volunteers supervise students at all times during volunteering, to protect wellbeing, manage risk and respond quickly to incidents, in line with the Wellbeing and Safeguarding policies.
WIS asks parents for consent at registration, at the start of each academic year, for volunteering outside the school premises or after school hours.
WIS also runs at least one community service initiative each year that is linked to UAE National Identity, with ADEK’s approval, involving students, staff and parents.
10. Roles and responsibilities
	Role
	Responsibilities

	Vice Principal (SLT lead)
	Own this policy, the National Identity Strategy and the evidence for ADEK.
Approve trips, the community service initiative and volunteering plans, and check displays.

	National Identity Committee
	Plan and coordinate initiatives and celebrations with the Student Ambassadors.
Link parents and the school.

	Head of Arabic
	Lead the Nabati Poetry program and Arabic literacy checks.
Help teachers plan culture and language into lessons.

	Teachers
	Build culture, values and citizenship into lessons.
Lead daily habits and model respect.

	Librarian
	Keep the library collection in line with the ADEK Libraries and Resources Guide.

	Parents and carers
	Support Arabic and good citizenship at home, take part in celebrations, and give consent for volunteering.



11. Review
This policy is reviewed every year, and whenever ADEK publishes or changes its National Identity Policy.
Appendices
Appendix A: Annual National Identity calendar
	Event or activity
	When
	Lead
	Parents invited?

	Daily anthem and flag line-up
	Every school day
	Vice Principal
	No

	Eid Al Etihad school-wide event
	Around 2 December
	National Identity Committee
	Yes

	Flag Day school-wide event
	Around 3 November
	National Identity Committee
	Yes

	Student Ambassador appointment
	Start of the academic year
	Vice Principal
	No

	Volunteering hours and community service initiative
	Through the year
	Vice Principal
	Yes

	Immersive trip for each cycle; Zayed National Museum visit
	As approved by ADEK
	Vice Principal
	Consent only



Appendix B: Student record
	Student
	Cycle
	Volunteering hours this year
	Trip completed
	Zayed National Museum visit (date)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Appendix C: Evidence for ADEK compliance visits
	Evidence
	Held by
	Location

	National Identity Strategy; Committee membership criteria and minutes
	Vice Principal
	ADEK Compliance folder

	Daily assembly, anthem and flag records; photographs of events
	Vice Principal
	ADEK Compliance folder

	Student Ambassador list and selection process
	Vice Principal
	ADEK Compliance folder

	Nabati Poetry program records
	Head of Arabic
	ADEK Compliance folder

	Staff National Identity training record
	Vice Principal / HR
	ADEK Compliance folder

	Volunteering hours, parental consents, trip approvals and museum visit record
	Vice Principal
	ADEK Compliance folder
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