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Assessment Policy
How we check, record and report learning, and use the results to help every student
	Policy code
	CT02
	Version
	2.0

	Applies to
	All students, teachers, leaders and parents
	Date reviewed
	19 October 2026

	Regulatory basis
	ADEK circular ECO/2026/008 (1 Oct 2026): Mandatory End-of-Term Assessment Windows; ADEK Student Administrative Affairs Policy v1.2 (reporting); ADEK Inclusion Policy v1.3 (assessment accommodations, see CT15); Pearson IGCSE and OxfordAQA International A Level regulations; British Schools Overseas framework (assessment).
	Next review
	October 2027, or earlier on any ADEK change

	SLT lead
	Vice Principal
	Approved by
	Senior Leadership Team (SLT)



	AT A GLANCE
▪  Three kinds of assessment: day-to-day formative, termly summative, and standardised.
▪  Exams and assessments take place only in the last school week of each term (ADEK): 7–11 Dec 2026, 29 Mar–2 Apr 2027, 28 Jun–2 Jul 2027.
▪  Termly grades are 50% formative and 50% summative.
▪  Students get clear feedback and targets; parents get reports every term.
▪  Data is used to plan teaching, interventions and the curriculum.
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DOCUMENT CONTROL
	Version
	Date
	Summary of change
	Status

	2.0
	19 Oct 2026
	Rebuilt in the WIS house style. Added ADEK’s mandatory end-of-term assessment windows (ECO/2026/008) with the 2026–27 dates and the AED 10,000 fine. Removed the embedded Arabic home learning policy (now SLW05) and the out-of-date homework timetable. Replaced references to “National Curriculum of the UK” and “GCSE” with the WIS arrangement (English National Curriculum, Pearson IGCSE, OxfordAQA International A Level), shortened the generic data-use list, removed an unattributed quotation, and added the standardised tests table and links to CT10, CT15, CT16, CT17. A Level coursework wording corrected. Assumptions to check: the Exams Officer title, and that the 1 to 9 grade scale described in the Academic Handbook is the reporting scale.
	Approved by SLT



1. Purpose and scope
Assessment at WIS improves learning, measures achievement against the learning objectives of the English National Curriculum as taught at WIS, reports progress to students, parents, staff and ADEK, and helps us evaluate how well the curriculum and teaching work. It applies to all teachers and students from KG to Grade 12. Marking and feedback are in CT10, assessment accommodations in CT15, academic honesty in CT17, and home learning in SLW05.
2. Assessment dates required by ADEK
	ADEK rule: assessments only in the last school week of each term
ADEK’s Mandatory End-of-Term Assessment Windows (ECO/2026/008) say that exams, assessments and in-person project submissions take place in the last school week of each term. The only exception is external board exams with fixed dates. Students attend school until the last day of term, and graduation and wrap-up events are held in the final days.



	Term
	Assessment window (2026–27)

	Term 1
	7 to 11 December 2026

	Term 2
	29 March to 2 April 2027

	Term 3
	28 June to 2 July 2027



The school puts these windows into its School Assessment Calendar in the ADEK Activity System. The Vice Principal checks that the calendar is correct before each term and that no exam or assessment is set outside the window.
ADEK may fine a school AED 10,000, with a warning, each time it breaks the rule. This also counts towards the school’s Irtiqaa rating. Teachers therefore do not set formal tests outside the window, other than low-stakes classroom checks.
Dates are updated each year when ADEK publishes the new windows.
3. Three kinds of assessment
Formative assessment (day to day)
Teachers use classwork, discussion, questioning, quizzes and homework to see how students are doing, and use this to adjust the next lesson and to give support or challenge.
Formative assessments are recorded at least twice every half term, with the grade in the school’s tracking system.
Assessment for learning (AfL) is part of every lesson: clear learning objectives and success criteria, questioning, hinge questions, self- and peer-assessment and feedback that students act on (CT10).
Low-stakes checks are presented to students as low stakes.
Summative assessment (end of unit or term)
Every term students take summative assessments, in the windows above, in a variety of forms: written exams, written and practical assignments, presentations and coursework. Some IGCSE and A Level courses have coursework that is internally marked and, in some cases, externally moderated.
New students, and all students at the start of a new year, take baseline assessments. Results are used for planning and to set targets.
Assessments have a clear marking scheme or rubric, and students receive their grade and specific next steps.
Results are recorded on the school’s tracking sheets so that progress can be seen over time.
Standardised and external assessment
	Stage
	Assessments

	Early Years
	EYFS profile at the end of KG1 (FS2), recorded on Tapestry

	KG2 (Year 1)
	Phonics screening check (see CT16)

	Grade 1 (Year 2) onward
	CAT4 on entry and at set points; GL Progress Tests in English, Maths and Science (Grade 2 to Grade 8); end-of-year tests

	Grade 4 and Grade 8
	TIMSS and PIRLS

	Grades 1 and 2
	ADEK Arabic Reading Foundations Assessment, as ADEK directs (CT16)

	Grade 10 (Year 11)
	Pearson IGCSE examinations

	Grade 12 (Year 13)
	OxfordAQA International A Level examinations



Mock exams for Grades 10 to 12 are held in the assessment windows.
4. Grades and reports
Termly and final grades are 50% formative and 50% summative. Grades are reported on a 1 to 9 scale based on a trajectory to IGCSE grades, with the descriptors Emerging, Developing, Expected and Exceeding in Primary.
Parents receive a report every term, and the progress meeting each term (family-teacher conference) gives time to talk about targets and next steps.
Students with accommodations in assessments follow CT15. Students with additional needs are assessed so that their progress, as well as attainment, is clear.
5. Using the data
Teachers and leaders use assessment data to find strengths and gaps, to plan lessons, to set targets, and to decide on support. Where data shows a group or subject is below expectation, the Head of Primary or Secondary and the Vice Principal agree an intervention, for example small-group teaching, a personal plan for lower achievers (a Pupil Progress Intervention Plan), a curriculum change or training for staff, and check the effect. External results are compared with national and international benchmarks, shared with parents in a clear way, and used to set SMART goals. Resource decisions take account of the data.
6. Who does what
Teachers: set clear objectives and age-appropriate content; set targets that challenge; use AfL; track and record data; report to parents; share revision material before assessments; tell parents about barriers and how to help.
Students: know when assessments are; use revision guides; understand their level and next steps; use feedback; arrive on time and be honest (CT17).
Parents: use the overviews and targets the school shares; support revision; talk to the teacher about any barrier.
7. Roles
	Role
	Responsibility

	Vice Principal
	Owns the Assessment Calendar and ADEK windows; checks data and reporting; reports to the Principal.

	Heads of Primary and Secondary
	Check the quality of assessment and marking; moderate grades; lead interventions.

	Heads of Department and phase leaders
	Write assessments and mark schemes; standardise marking across classes.

	Exams Officer
	Runs external exams and entries and keeps to board rules.

	Teachers
	As section 6.



8. Monitoring and review
The SLT lead checks that this policy is working at least once a year, using the evidence named in this policy. The policy is reviewed every year, and sooner if ADEK or an exam board changes its rules.
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